Psychology Course Syllabus

Wanda Meyer – Instructor

wanda.meyer@k12.sd.us

This course introduces students to the scientific study of behavior and mental processes of humans and other animals. Topics that may be explored include research methods, biological basis of behavior, psychological disorders and their treatment, sensation and perception, states of consciousness, memory, thinking, language, learning, intelligence, motivation, emotion, personality, human development and social psychology.
GRADING

We will be using the grading scale that is in the Sully Buttes Junior/Senior High School Handbook. 



Art Grading Scale 





A  100% - 94%

Excellent


B    93% - 87%

Good


C    86% - 79%

Fair


D   78% - 70%

Poor


F    69% -   0%

Failing



I



Incomplete
There are 2 major categories for each quarter: 

a. Projects, worksheets, journals and current event papers – these differ in numeric value according to the individual assignment.
b.  Quizzes and tests – these differ in numeric value according to the project and will be administered during, or at the end of each section.  
The semester grade: 1st quarter = 50%, 2nd quarter = 50%.  This totals 100% for the semester. 
LATE WORK

- Each assignment is given a specific due date. 
- If the student is ill or missing on the date the project is due, the student has two days for every day they missed to hand in the project as stated in the Sully Buttes handbook.

- If the student is in school on the day the assignment is due, the assignment grade will drop 10% the first day it is missing, 20% the second day and will not be accepted after the two days. The student will receive a zero for the grade and will not be able to make it up at any time during the quarter. 

- Exceptions will be made at the discretion of the instructor due to extremely unusual circumstances, such as a long absence from school due to a hospital stay, etc
Each student will be expected to follow the “AAPES System” for the classroom rules and grades. AAPES stands for:

A - Attitude (class attitude, respect for materials and fellow students, teacher etc.)

A – Ability (to use their own ability to the fullest)


P – Progress (to listen and use their time wisely when given time in class etc.)

E – Effort (time spent on project, working to their potential, handing in work etc.)

S – Satisfaction (the opinion of both the student and the teacher)
CHEATING: Each student will be held accountable for doing their own work.  Tracing projects or sketches, handing in work that was done by someone else as your own, or copying another person’s paper during a quiz/test will result in a zero for that project.

OTHER
Roll will be taken right after the second bell rings. Be in your seat or be counted absent. 

Always put your name on your work.  No name….no grade.

Class Materials: Each student will be required to bring to class daily the following items:

1. their psychology book – with a book cover on it

2. their psychology chapter syllabus/worksheets – in a 3 ring binder or folder
3.  their Ipads
4.  a writing utensil – pen or pencil

5.  any assignments, projects or work that is due that day

Ipads:


1.  use will be encouraged for psychology assignment in and out of the class 


2.  will be used for designated classroom assignments


3.  will be used in class only for psychology assignments

4.  will be taken by the instructor for the remainder of the class period if it is being used for something other than psychology use during the class period. (ex. e-mailing to others than the instructor, watching movies, playing video games, etc.) 
Discipline: You will need to act responsibly and respect the room materials, students and instructor while in the classroom.  Any infraction will result in discipline by your instructor. If the instructor deems the infraction as major, you will be referred to the high school principal/administration for further discipline.
